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SUBJECT: IRAQI POLICY TOWARD HORN OP APRICA 

1. PRONT-PAGE EDITORIAL IN BAATH PARTY DAILY OP AUGUST 16 
GIVES PUBLIC EXPRESSION TO REGIME'S SEVERE DISCOMPORT 
WITH EVENTS IN HORN OP AFRICA. AL-THAWRA, WHICH IN THIS 
CASE IS CLEARLY SPEAKING WITH HIGH LEVEL OFPICIAL 
INSPIRATION, MAKES CLEAR THAT IRAQ WILL CONTINUE SUPPORT 
POR SOMALIS AND ERITREANS DESPITE FACT THAT THIS 
PLACES IRAQ ON THE SIDE OP "IMPERIALISM AND REACTIONARY 
QUARTERS" AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION, ITS MAJOR PRIEND 
AMONG THE BIG POWERS. EDITORIAL JUSTIPIES IRAQI POLICY 

AS PULPILLMENT OP DUTY TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS WITH AN 
ARAB CHARACTER AND WARNS SOMALIS AND ERITREANS AGAINST 
THE DESIGNS OP NATIONS WHICH TEMPORARILY SUPPORT THEM 
IN ORDER TO INFLICT HARM ON SOVIET STRATEGY. 
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2. EDITORIAL SOPT PEDALS CRITICISM OP SOVIET UNION 
WHICH IRAQIS WILL READILY VOICE IN PRIVATE BUT REVEALS 
THAT IRAQI LEADERSHIP WARNED SOVIETS THAT THEY WERE 
PLAYING INTO THE HANDS OP THEIR RIVALS. "DURING HIS 
VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION EARLY THIS YEAR, COMRADE 
SADDAM HUSSEIN CAT T ED THE ATTENTION OP THE SOVIET 
LEADERS TO THAT POINT AND OBSERVED THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
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WOULD FORFEIT ITS FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH SOMALIA AND 
ERITREA IF IT PERSISTED IN ITS POLICY OF TRYING TO 
WIN THE FRIENDSHIP OF EVERYBODY". 

3. SOMALI EMBOEF CONEIRMS OUR IMPRESSION THAT SOVIET 
UNION MAY HAVE BEEN PRESSURING IRAQ TO CURTAIL ITS 
ASSISTANCE TO BOTH THE SOMALI AND ERITREAN EFFORTS 
AGAINS THE ETHOPIAN REGIME. EMBOFE WAS CONFIDENT, 
HOWEVER, THAT IRAQ WOULD CONTINUE ASSISTANCE OE AN 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL NATURE TO SOMALIA. AS FOR THE 
ERITREAN INSURGENCY, IT IS THE GENERAL BELIEF OF 
OBSERVERS IN BAGHDAD THAT IRAQI ASSISTANCE INCLUDES 
MILITARY HELP AS WELL. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN IRAQI POLICY 
WITHOUT SOME REFERENCE TO BAATHI IDEOLOGY AND REGIME'S 
COMMITMENT TO "ARAB LIBERATION MOVEMENTS". AN 
OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS OF IRAQI NATIONAL INTERESTS DOES NOT 
INDICATE THAT IRAQ STANDS TO GAIN VERY MUCH BY 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE HORN COMPARED TO THE DAMAGE WHICH 
SUCH INVOLVEMENT MIGHT CAUSE TO IRAQ'S IMPORTANT TIES 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. THE IRAQI REGIME PROBABLY 

HOPES THAT IT CAN COUNTER TO SOME DEGREE THE INFLUENCE 
WHICH CONSERVATIVE ARAB GOVERNMENTS ARE GAINING IN THE 
AREA, AND IT CANNOT IGNORE REPORTS OF ISRAELI SUPPORT 
FOR ADDIS ABABA. AS WITH THE PALESTINE ISSUE, POLICY- 
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MAKING IN BAGHDAD TENDS TO DEVELOP ACCORDING TO IDEO- 
LOGICAL COMMITMENT UNLESS THE PRACTICAL COST TO THE 
IRAQI STATE BECOMES TOO GREAT. 

MACK 
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